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Protests in Ajmer
After Hindutva
Group Targets
Dargah, Renowned
Symbol of
Syncretic Faith
BY AADIL RAZA KHAN ON 26/12/2017 • 4 COMMENTS

Shiv Sena Hindustan had asked volunteers to
initiate a campaign to demand the shrine’s
demolition and gather support from the Hindu
community.
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Khadims and locals protest against Shiv Sena Hindustan in Dargah Bazar, Ajmer on
December 22, 2017. Credit: Aadil Raza Khan

Ajmer: Hate speech has become quite routine for ‘fringe’ groups
in Rajasthan. In the latest incident of hate speech, Shiv Sena
Hindustan, a religious-turned-political outfit active in the state,
targeted the famous Ajmer shrine and Sufi saint Khwaja
Moinuddin Chishti with derogatory remarks, leading to tension in
the city. The khadims (custodians) of Dargah Ajmer Sharif filed a
complaint against the organisation on December 22 and
demanded an immediate ban on the group.

The trigger was Shiv Sena Hindustan general secretary Lakhan
Singh’s appeal to volunteers to initiate a campaign seeking Hindu
support for demolishing the centuries-old shrine, claiming that a
Hindu temple used to exist at the site of the dargah.

The dargah is considered one of the most notable instances of
syncretism in India with people of all faiths thronging to the
shrine of ‘Gharib Nawaz’, patron saint of the poor.

The Khuddam-e-Khwaja community and Chishty Foundation of
Ajmer Dargah organised a protest march on December 22; the
Gaddi Nashin of Ajmer Sharif Dargah and chairman of the
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Chishty Foundation Syed Salman Chishty said that hundreds of
khadims took to the streets and protested peacefully.

Shiv Sena Hindustan was in the headlines recently
(https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/hindu-groups-attack-police-unfurl-

saffron-flag-on-udaipur-court-premises-in-supp/305606) when its members
staged a violent protest near the Udaipur court premises in
support of Shambhulal Regar, accused of Afrazul’s murder.

Khadims of the dargah say that the shrine has been a symbol of
Hindu-Muslim unity for the last 800 years, and that this is the
first time that any group has tried to mobilise Hindus against the
dargah.

A delegation of Khadims led by Syed Salman Chishty, including
Syed Sarwar Chishty, Syed Ghulam Chishty, Syed Amin Miya
Chishty, Syed Gohar Chishty and Syed Fakri Moin Chishty, met
officials of the district administration and presented a
memorandum on the safety of the dargah and maintenance of
peace and harmony in the city.

Though Shiv Sena Hindustan’s name is similar to the name of the
mainstream Shiv Sena, it has no affiliation with the party.

https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/hindu-groups-attack-police-unfurl-saffron-flag-on-udaipur-court-premises-in-supp/305606
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File photo of the illuminated Ajmer Sharif Dargah decorated for the Eid E Milad Un
Nabi festival in Ajmer. Credit: PTI

“We called the Shiv Sena office in Mumbai and made them aware
of the issue. The party outrightly rejected any links with the Shiv
Sena Hindustan and also expressed concerns over such confusion
and its ramifications,” Salman Chishty said. “It is extremely
unfortunate to see that such voices are surfacing and the political
establishment in the state is silent. Political parties including the
ruling BJP offer their warm greetings to Khawaja Sahab and seek
his blessings, but on the other hand, they are unable to deal with
these fringe groups,” he added. The Chishty Foundation too has
demanded an immediate ban on these groups.

Salman Chishty also expressed concern over radical and
reactionary minority voices. He condemned the latest viral video
in which some Muslims are seen sloganeering and using
provocative terms to register their protest against the
recent murder of Mohammad Afrazul
(https://thewire.in/202831/rajasthan-muslim-man-hacked-to-death-video/) in
Rajsamand, Rajasthan. He asserted that such videos do not
represent the views of the entire Muslim community, nor does the
dargah endorse them. “How could one disrespect the dargah on
the basis of a viral video using an official platform?” he
questioned. He appealed to the youth of the state to not let these

https://thewire.in/202831/rajasthan-muslim-man-hacked-to-death-video/
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groups succeed in their vicious agenda of painting Khwaja
Ajmeri’s name with a single communal colour.

The Khadims of the dargah said that the incumbent government
has failed to deliver its developmental promises. They said that
the rise in hate crimes, especially against minorities, give a cue
that something else is cooking instead of the much hyped
development agenda.

By-polls to a Lok Sabha seat and assembly seats are due in the
Ajmer constituency. According to the khadims, fringe groups and
political parties are trying to deflect the attention of common
people and traders from the real issues and unfortunately, and
the ruling party is ignoring this fact for its own political
mileage. The Khuddam-e-Khwaja community fears that if the
situation is left  unchecked, it could trigger widespread communal
disharmony and severely damage law and order, affecting peace,
cultural tourism and pilgrimage in the state, they said.

Aadil Raza Khan is a freelance journalist. He was earlier with
Rajya Sabha TV.
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alok asthana • 3 hours ago

India, as we've known so fondly, has practically been killed by
Modi. If he wins one more term, it's absolute curtains for India.
△ ▽

 • Reply •

Afroz Alam • 18 hours ago

Khwaza Moinuddin Chisty(r.a) is blessing for entire humanity
not only for any particular group or religion.. Sufism just like
Bhaktism always propagate the similar teachings -"love and
devotion towards God is a way to salvation". Sufism shows a
unique blend of Hinduism, Christianity, Zoorastrian.. therefore it
should be treated as a centre of secularism and should not be
politically colorized.

 1△ ▽

 • Reply •

kujur bachchan • 19 hours ago

Another lie from the Hindutva Factory of Lies. Ominous.
Terrifying.

 2△ ▽

muds • 21 hours ago

Dargahs are not muslim places of worship and are not part of
Islam... Muslims who consider it a place of worship are indulging
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